Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.108; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.0.
In the title compound, C 17 H 20 N 2 O 4 , the 2,5-dimethoxyphenyl unit is essentially planar, with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.015 Å . The dihedral angle between the benzene rings is 43.66 (4) . The molecular structure is stabilized by a short intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional network.
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Comment
Melanin synthesis is the major source of skin color and plays an important role in protection against ultraviolet rays from the sun (Francisco et al., 2006) . Melanogenesis is initiated with the first step of tyrosine oxidation to dopaquinone catalyzed by tyrosinase (Hearing & Jimenez, 1987) . Tyrosinase known as a polyphenol oxidase (PPO), is a multifunctional copper-containing enzyme widely distributed in nature, including bacteria, fungi, higher plants and animals (Prota, 1988) .
However, overproduction of melanin posed not only an esthetic problem but also a dermatological issue (Grimes et al., 2006) . Therefore, tyrosinase inhibitors have become increasingly important for medicinal, food and cosmetic products that may be used to prevent or treat pigmentation disorders (Maeda & Fukuda, 1991) . In this regard, diverse tyrosinase inhibitors have been actively discovered such as hydroxystilbene compounds like resveratrol (Ohguchi et al., 2003) , azelaic acid (Lemic-Stojcevic et al., 1995) , kojic acid (Battaini et al., 2000) , albutin (Cabanes et al., 1994) , (R)-HTCCA (Liangli, 2003) and N-phenylthiourea (Thanigaimalai et al., 2010) . They contain aromatic, methoxy, hydroxyl (Hong et al., 2008; Lee et al., 2007) , aldehyde (Yi et al., 2010) , amide (Kwak et al., 2010; Choi et al., 2010) , thiosemicarbazone (Yi et al., 2009 ) and thiazole (Germanas et al., 2007) groups in their structure, and act as a specific functional group to make the skin whiter by inhibiting the production of melanin. Although numerous compounds have been reported as skin whitening depigmenting agents, most of them have been utilized for the treatment of hyperpigmentation disorders, but none are completely satisfactory owing to adverse effects such as toxicity and/or safety concerns (Briganti et al., 2003) . In our continuing search for tyrosinase inhibitors, we have synthesized the title compound, (I), from the reaction of 4-aminophenethyl alcohol and 2,5-dimethoxyphenyl isocyanate under ambient condition. Here, the crystal structure of (I) is described (Fig.1) .
The 2,5-dimethoxyphenyl moiety is essentially planar, with r.m.s. deviation of 0.015 Å from the corresponding leastsquares plane defined by the eleven constituent atoms. The dihedral angle between the benzene rings is 43.66 (4) °. The molecular structure is stabilized by a short intramolecular N7-H7···O20 hydrogen bond (Fig. 1) . In the crystal, intermolecular N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional network (Fig. 2, Table 1 ).
Experimental 4-aminophenethyl alcohol and 2,5-dimethoxyphenyl isocyanate were purchased from Sigma Chemical Co. Solvents used for organic synthesis were redistilled before use. All other chemicals and solvents were of analytical grade and were used without further purification. The title compound (I) was prepared from the reaction of 4-aminophenethyl alcohol (0.18 g, 1.2 mmol) with 2,5-dimethoxyphenyl isocyanate (0.2 g, 1 mmol) in acetonitrile (6 ml). The reaction was completed within 30 min at room temperature. The reaction mixture was filtered, the solids collected and washed with dried hexane. Removal of the solvent gave a white solid (90%, m.p. 427 K). Single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation in ethanol at room temperature.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement
The H atoms of the NH and OH groups were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and metylene, and 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and 50% probability ellipsoids. Intramolecular N-H···O bond is shown as dashed lines. 
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